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WASHINGTON PLANNING BOARD MINUTES 
Regular Scheduled Meeting 
Tuesday, January 24, 2017  

5:30PM 
 

Members Present 
Jane Alligood Dot Moate 

John Tate     Marie Barber Freeman 
Gillian Jones 

 
Members Absent 
D. Howell Miller 

 
Others Present 

John Rodman, Director 
Glen Moore, Planning Administrator 

Jessica Green, Administrative Support 
 

 
I.  Opening of the meeting. 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 
 
II. Invocation 
Jane Alligood led in prayer. 
 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff.   
 
IV.  Old Business 
 
 1.  None 
 
V.  New Business 
 
 1.  Street Closing – A portion of Queen Street & Carolina Avenue 
 

John Rodman presented the request and answered questions from the Board.  The Board 
discussed the request. 

 
Jane Alligood made a motion to recommend closing a portion of Queen Street & Carolina 
Avenue.  Her motion was seconded by Marie Barber and all voted in favor. 

 
 2.  Discussion – Text Amendment – Women’s Homeless Shelter 
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As a member of the board Dot Moate explained the mission of the group and their intention 
of finding a building to use as a Women’s Homeless Shelter.  She explained that she would 
like the zoning ordinance to allow women’s shelters in more zoning district so that they 
would have a wide area to search for an appropriate site for the shelter.  Members of the 
audience spoke in favor of the request and also came forward and expressed the need for 
the service and gave some statics backing it.    
 
John Rodman gave different options that the Board could consider in regards to zoning 
districts and some restrictions that could be required.  He also talked about the Ruth House 
domestic shelter and the process that they had to go through and the zoning districts that 
allow domestic shelters.  The Board discussed their options and stated that they felt 
allowing Women’s shelters in the same zoning classification that allow domestic violence 
shelters would be appropriate.  John Rodman stated that he would look into how other 
municipalities have women’s shelters listed in their zoning ordinances. 
 
Jane Alligood made a motion to give staff direction to examine the districts that extend to 
homeless shelters for women and children the same zoning districts as the domestic 
violence shelter standard.  Marie Barber Freeman seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor. 

 
 3.  Discussion – Text Amendment – Farm Animals in City Limits 
 

Mr. Rodman explained that the zoning ordinance is a changing document and the City 
hasn’t done a massive update on the zoning ordinance since 1996.  He explained a 
situation that happened recently with horses inside the city limits.  Mr. Rodman explained 
that this instance prompted him to decide that the ordinance needed to be clearer when it 
came to farm animals.  Mr. Rodman presented some ordinances and definitions from 
surrounding cities and towns.  The Board discussed the text in the ordinances and what 
they liked and didn’t like.  The board stated that they would consider allowing animals and 
fowl in the city limits with some restrictions.  The board discussed allowing horses and 
chickens with a limit on the number and requiring a permit.  Mr. Rodman stated that he 
would draft a text amendment for them to consider at their next meeting.  Mr. Rodman 
then talked about who would be the enforcement authority.   

 
VI. Other Business – Discussion 
 
 1.  Rules of Procedure 
 
 2.  Unified Development Ordinance 
 

Mr. Rodman stated that he is going to getting started on the process and made sure 
everyone had an updated ordinance. 
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VII. Approval of Minutes – November 29, 2016 
Dot Moate made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  Marie Barber Freeman seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor. 
 
VIII. Adjourn 
Jane Alligood made a motion to adjourn.  Marie Barber Freeman seconded the motion. 


